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Fire District #4, City of
Walla Walla, and City of
College Place have
established a Joint Training
Program and Facility
Agreement. This
collaboration brings
firefighters together to
train and will help in joint
responses.

Message From the Chief

If you are receiving this newsletter,
you receive emergency services from
Walla Walla County Fire District 4. |
want to start by saying thank you for
your support. Community support is
what motivates us every day to serve
you with fire suppression and
paramedic level ambulance services.

This year Fire District #4 celebrates
75 years of service to the Walla Walla
area. On April 24, 1948, the
formation of a fire protection district
around the area of Prospect School
was approved by the voters. Over the
years, several annexations occurred
to form the current boundaries
which is approximately 125 square
miles and home to 9250 residents.
Fire suppression was the sole role of
the fire district in the early years but
Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
eventually became part of it as well.
Currently, EMS accounts for approxi-
mately 68% of our calls for service
and each year the demand increases.

Fire and life safety services are funded
by a fire levy capped at $1.50 per
$1,000 of assessed property value.
A fire district is limited to the same
amount of revenue per year plus a 1%
increase as allowed by law. That’s why
levy rates drop as property values rise.
Even if property values rise by double
digits, the fire district is still limited to a
1% revenue increase per year.

Many people believe that new
development or “growth” is a wind-

fall of cash for us.
New homes actually
reduce the fire levy
rate even further. For
example, if it costs us $1.50 per
$1,000 to provide adequate service
for existing homes, when more homes
come on line, property owners pay
less than that amount. However, the
demand for service increases.

The 2024 fire levy is projected to be
S0.88 per $1,000. Annual costs to
deliver emergency services increase
by 4-5% per year; however, the fire
district is limited to this 1% increase,
which is no longer adequate to meet
the emergency service needs of our
community.

Emergency calls have increased 30%
since 2018. We require additional
emergency personnel to respond.
We also need to improve a fire
station and replace emergency
apparatus that is no longer reliable.
Our fire district is considering asking
voters for a fire levy lid lift sometime
in 2024. If approved by voters, this
would be the first increase in 47
years. We hope that you will
participate in the public process as
this discussion moves forward.
As always, | welcome your questions
anytime. You <can reach me
at reastman@wwfire4.com or
509-529-1282.

Sincerely,
Rocky Eastman



2251 S. Howard St.
Walla Walla, WA 99362

(509) 529-1282
www.wwfire4.com
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Stay Fire Safe in the Kitchen!

With the holidays approaching, people spend more time in the
kitchen cooking for family and friends. Did you know that cooking
fires are the leading cause of home fires and home injuries? And the
leading cause of fires in the kitchen is unattended cooking?
The good news is that most cooking fires and burns are preventable.
Here are some tips to follow:

e Remain in your home while food is cooking. Set a timer to
remind you that something’s hot on the stove or in the oven.

o Keep anything that can catch fire — oven mitts, wooden utenisils,
food packaging, towels —away from the stove.

e Always follow manufacturer instructions for proper use of air
fryers, slow cookers, electric skillets, hot plates, griddles, and
other cooking appliances. Unplug all appliances when not in use.

e Create a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet around the stove and
areas where hot food or drinks are prepared or carried.

If a small grease fire occurs on the stovetop, smother the flames by
sliding a lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Leave the pan
covered until the fire is completely out. For an oven fire, turn off the
heat and keep the door shut. If you have any doubt about fighting a
small fire, leave immediately and close the door behind you to help
contain the fire. Call 911 from outside your home.

Cooking safety ﬁ, These  simple,  but

effective tips can prevent

starts with YOU. fires and keep your

family safe in the kitchen
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Join a dedicated team of
volunteer firefighters

Volunteers are the core of our
foundation. They represent over 80%
of our firefighters and emergency
medical technicians (EMTs) at Walla
Walla County Fire District 4. We could
not do this critical work of saving lives
and property without them.

Thank you for all you do
for our community!

Have you been thinking about
becoming a volunteer firefighter or
EMT? We are looking for volunteers
who want to join our team and
participate in fire, emergency, and
non-emergency duties. We have
volunteer opportunities for everyone,
and we can help you get where you
want to be. The skills and service
you will be providing the community
will be the most rewarding
experience you will ever have.

Learn more about joining our team
at www.wwfire4.com or call us at
509-529-1282.
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