The minutes of the regular meeting of the Fire Commissioners of Walla Walla County Fire District No. 4
held on February 26, 2020, at Fire Station 41.
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 p.m. by Chairman Vern Myrick. All Commissioners and
Secretary/Chief Rocky Eastman were present. Guests included Debbie Mobley, Brian Jones, Dean
Atkinson, Sebastian Scheiff, Kevin Magnaghi, and Bill Box.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Myrick.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the regular meeting of February 12, 2020 were approved as mailed.
SECRETARY’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s Financial Report for January was approved as presented.
The Secretary’s Budget Report for January was presented, reviewed and approved.
The Legislative Report was handed out and reviewed.
The next SE WFCA meeting is scheduled for March 20, 2020 in Dayton. Debbie will make reservations
for Commissioners Myrick, and Hector as well as Chief Eastman.
CHIEF’S REPORT
Savanah McLaughlin who was hired for the temporary Firefighter/Paramedic position has given her two
week notice. Her last day is February 27, 2020. The Board has tabled discussion on the process of
hiring until the next regular Commissioner meeting of March 11, 2020.
Chief Eastman reminded the Board of the Annual Awards Banquet on Saturday, February 29th. Social
hour will begin at 5:00 pm and dinner at 6:00 pm.
The new carpet installation in the training room and office area is underway. The training room is near
complete and the office area will be complete next week.
Chief Eastman advised the Board of a change order to the generator quote. While installing the
generator it was discovered the exhaust pipe needed to be larger. The additional amount is $6,454.00
which will be split by District #4 and Grassi Refrigeration.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Chief Eastman advised the Board the testing and interviewing for the Administrative Secretary position
is now complete. The top three candidates were all very good candidates. Chief Eastman is asking the
Board to approve the hiring of Megan Waite. Commissioner Farrens motioned to approve hiring her.
Commissioner Hector seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Her start date will be
March 16, 2020.
The ESCI Cooperative Services Feasibility report is complete and has been emailed to all members.
There will be a presentation on March 16th at 4:00 pm at City Hall for elected officials and at 7:00 pm for
all members from all other agencies. A lengthy discussion took place with still a lot of uncertainty and
questions.
Commissioner Hector motioned to extend an invitation to the Chiefs of College Place and the City of
Walla Walla to our next Commissioner meeting for discussion on this matter and boundary softening.
Commissioner Farrens seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
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NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Myrick asked about discounted transport fees within District #4 area. Chief Eastman
reported that all Walla Walla County residents currently receive a discounted rate due to the county
EMS Levy.
Commissioner Myrick asked for an update on the softening of boundaries. Chief Eastman reported that
discussion among the fire chief’s is occurring but there is some concern from Local 404. Commissioner
Myrick’s position is that the closest unit should be dispatched for emergency responses without regard
for jurisdictional boundaries. Discussion followed with options and also cost associated with some of
the options. The board directed Chief Eastman to provide them with EMS transport revenue/cost data
for 2019.
User fees for the training facility, after all upgrades have been done, was discussed. The plan is to
have a construction funding agreement and a second maintenance agreement. Concern was
expressed from the commissioners that the maintenance fund would be controlled by the City of Walla
Walla and may be utilized for other purposes. Chief Eastman stated the use agreement language
would clearly outline the allowed use of those funds and also could request monthly accountability
reports.
Commissioner Myrick asked about the status of the 604 Abbott house. Chief Eastman reported that for
several years a moratorium on street cuts have been in place on Abbott Road but should be no longer
be in effect. The board would like to move forward with preparations for selling the home on 604 Abbott
next spring.
AUDIENCE INPUT
Brian offered his opinion on being in favor of our EMS transport service.
Sebastian spoke on the cost of the feasibility study.
Bill questioned the user fees for the training facility and asked about the possibility to have our own
facility in the back lot. Chief Eastman stated a multi-agency facility is best suited and cost effective at
the current location.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
The next regular Walla Walla County Fire District No. 4 Commissioner Meeting will be held on March
11, 2020 at 4:00 P.M. at station #41.

Submitted by: Chief Rocky Eastman

Approved by: ________________________, Chairman

