The minutes of the regular meeting of the Fire Commissioners of Walla Walla County Fire District No. 4
held on November 28, 2018, at Fire Station 41.
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairman Larry Hector. All Commissioners and
Secretary/Chief Rocky Eastman were present. Guests included Debbie Mobley, Dean Atkinson, Bill
Box, Anthony Cannone and Cole Massey.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Hector.
Anthony and Cole spoke on behalf of the strike team from District #4 who went to California on
November 10th. Cole thanked the Commissioners for his third deployment to California and opportunity
to go when the calls come in. Comments on their trip and what their duties were day to day were
discussed. The extremely high winds were a big topic of discussion and caused parts of the fires to
move at a high rate of spread.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the regular meeting of November 14, 2018, were approved as mailed.
The minutes of the public hearing of November 14, 2018 were also approved as mailed.
SECRETARY’S REPORT
The Treasurer’s Financial Report for October was approved as presented.
The Secretary’s Budget Report for October was presented, reviewed and approved.
The next Snure Seminar is scheduled for February 23, 2019 and will be in Spokane at the Davenport
Hotel. Reservations will be made at a later date.
CHIEF’S REPORT
Chief Eastman announced we have completed the process to add new members with back ground
checks, firefighter physicals, driver’s checks and physical agility. Six of the applicants passed all
phases and one did not. Commissioner Myrick motioned to approve the six new members. (Justin
Riley, Mason Knowles, Garrett Elsom, Jonathan Spracklin, Alex Skifstad-Bruner, and David
Poffenberger). Commissioner Buttice seconded the motion and was unanimously approved.
Chief Eastman presented the GEMT cost report for 2018 and discussed funds for 2019.
The EMS subcommittee has met and determined, that with the RFA option being discussed, to table
further EMS planning for now. RFA discussions are continuing and will see what happens before future
EMS discussions continue.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Chief Eastman presented the 2019 wage sheet showing staff wage increases throughout the year as
they become eligible per the collective bargaining agreement. Commissioner Myrick motioned to
approve the 2019 wages as presented. Commissioner Buttice seconded the motion and it was
unanimously approved.
NEW BUSINESS
Chief Eastman brought forth Resolution 2018-06; A Resolution Supporting Exploration Of Creating A
Regional Fire Protection Service Authority With And Taking Such Further Action Needed Therewith.
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After a brief discussion, Commissioner Hector motioned to approve and move forward with exploring an
RFA. Commissioner Buttice seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Also approved
was creating an RFP for and hiring a consultant for this process.
Chief Eastman brought forth Resolution 2018-07: A Resolution Amending Policies And Procedures Of
The Fire District. After a brief discussion on adopting the Resident Firefighter Program Manual portion
of the District’s Policy Manual, Commissioner Myrick motioned to approve the resolution.
Commissioner Buttice seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
Chief Eastman advised the Board that the Washington paid family and medical leave employee payroll
deductions of 0.4% percent has passed and will go into effect on January 1, 2019. This percentage is
split between the employee and employer, although if a business has less than fitty employees that
business may choose to opt out of the deduction. Employees pay will still be deducted. After a brief
discussion it was agreed by the Board for Fire District 4 to opt out of the employer portion of deductions
as allowed by Washington Administrative Code 192-510-040.
Commissioner Hector reported on the Tri-County Fire Commissioner meeting in Prosser on November
17th. The next Tri-County Fire Commissioner meeting will be on February 9, 2019 at Benton #2. Fire
District #4 will host the meeting on May 11, 2019.
AUDIENCE INPUT
None
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 p.m.
The next regular Walla Walla County Fire District No. 4 Commissioner Meeting will be held on
December 12, 2018 at 4:00 P.M. at station #41.
Submitted by: Chief Rocky Eastman

Approved by: ________________________, Chairman

